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Press monitoring was conducted with the financial sup-
port of The UN Trust Fund to Eliminate Violence Against
Women in the framework of the project: “Intersectoral
and community-based measures for the elimination of the
domestic violence in Georgia: joint efforts on the imple-
mentation of the anti-violence legislation”.

©® Project was implemented by the following
organizations:

International Center for Information and
Education of Women

Women's Information Center

Dynamic Psychology for Development
and Democracy

Democrat Women's Society of Samtskhe-Javakheti
Women's Hope

/A IN GEORGIA

The research “Sexism and Women'’s Problems in the
Media” was prepared in the framework of the project
“Together against Sexism” supported by Women'’s Fund
in Georgia.

The project was carried out by the civil society organisa-
tions in 10 regions of Georgia.

Women'’s Educational Center “Tori”, Gorda Women's
Council “Tanadgoma”, Bridge of Friendship “KARTLOSI",
Young Teachers Union, “Avangardi’, Development and
Cooperation Union “Progress”, Woman of XXI Century,
Anti-Violence Network of Georgia - Lagodekhi Division,
Society “Biliki", Samtskhe-Javakheti Democrat Women's
Society.

The project was methodologically supported by

Women’s Information Center.
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Issues, consideringwomen and gender, like domestic
violence, women’s and children’s rights, sexism,
trafficking etc.,, are exceptionally important for the
formation of healthy society. Existing stereotypes help
to taboo these issues. Despite the effort of women's
organizations regarding these issues, the situation is
still not very enviable. Often the problems of women
are considered with irony.

To make the right priority it is necessary to reveal
the stereotypes and defects, which help this process.
In the edition two researches are presented, which
deals with displaying issues of domestic violence and
sexist phrases in Georgian central and regional media
services.

Research “sexism in Georgian media”was conducted
in January-February 2008, before the presidential

50hg3b69d0L Fobs 3gM0mmBo s omgomolFobgdos
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elections and considered monitoring of the regional
press and some of the central periodic and electronic
publications.

The research was carried out in the framework of
the project “Together against Sexism” supported by
The Women's Fund in Georgia. The project aimed at
raising voice against sexism by the women’s NGOs,
initiative groups and their active networking as well as
influencing the elimination of sexist tendencies in Thilisi
and regional media services. Also, future collaboration
with editors and journalists of regional newspapers.

The project covered 11 regions of Georgia and
representatives of each region, amongst conflict zones,
took part in the implementation process (Batumi,
Ozurgeti, Khoni, Samtredia, Akhaltsikhe, Borjomi, Gori,
Lagodekhi, conflict zone: Gali, Tskhinvali).

It is remarkable that the word “sexism” is one of
those phrases that is new for wide range of society and
its meaning is unclear for many people.

The second research “Press Monitoring on Domestic
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Violence” was conducted in the framework of the
project “Intersectoral and community-based measures
for the elimination of the domestic violence in Georgia:
joint efforts on the implementation of the anti-violence
legislation” in 2009. The project was carried out by the
five women’s NGO with support of UN Trust Fund to
Eliminate Violence Against Women.

Theissueofdomesticviolencewastabooedin Georgia
for long time; society considered it as a shame thus
contributing to permissiveness towards the violators,
complicated the victims’' condition and resulted in
their stigmatization. Therefore, it is of great significance
to find out, at the current stage of development of
Georgian society, how the printed media circulating
in the wide circles of readers and covers all regions of
Georgia, elucidates this problem.

Georgian Law on Eradication of domestic Violence,
Protection of the Victims of Violence and Their Assistance
was adopted in 2006. Adoption of this law contributed
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to bringing of thisissue forward and its regulation within
the legal frames. What was the impact of enforcement of
the Law on revealing of the cases of family violence and
how the functioning of state mechanisms is reflected in
social life; show the materials in Georgian media related
to domestic violence.

Together with elucidation of the family violence
issues, the issues of confidentiality and correct work,
with respect of the personal information and her
environment is of great significance. Identification of
the deficiencies in the publications would contribute to
implementation of the special education programs for
the journalists, who would improve their professional
level and ensure protection of the victims'rights.

Elene Rusetskaia
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Problems in the Media

2008
January-February
Author: Ketevan Mumladze

This report contains review and assessment of
inadequate expressions and phrases of sexist nature
as well as dealing with the women’s problems
published in some central and regional magazines
and newspapers.

Media outlets were not selected based on any
specific methodology, selection was not based on any
strictly determined criteria; respective; accordingly,
approach to the materials to be discussed is not equal.
The report reflects the situation of Georgian printed
media quite generally. The overview does not claim to
be the scientific research.

The report is based on monitoring of publications

of the central and regional magazines and newspapers
listed below: “Adjara” (three times per week);
“Batumelebi” (weekly), “Guria News” (2 times per
week); “Guriis Akhalgazrduli Gazeti” (Guria Youth
Newspaper) (weekly), “Guriis Moambe” (weekly),
“Samkhretis Karibche” (weekly), “Meskhetis
Ekspresi”  (weekly), “Lomchabuki” (weekly),
“Borjomi” (weekly), “Imedi” (weekly), “Reporti 2”
(weekly),“Kartlis Khma” (regional), “Spektri” (weekly),
“Kakhetis khma” (weekly), “Matsne” (weekly),
“Chveni Taoba” “Our Generation” (weekly), “Sarke”
(central, weekly), “Bomondi” (weekly), “Tbiliselebi”
(weekly), “Versia” (three issues per week), “Presa.ge”,
“Media.ge”, “Newsgeorgia.ge” (online publications),
as well as some online and printed advertisement/
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announcements; period: January-February 2008.

Traditionally, comparing to regions, articles about
women’s problems are published more intensively
in central media. In the central press the topics are
various, though it should be noted that both, central
andregional mediararely publish articles about gender
issues and role of women in the society. In the regional
mass media genderissues actually are not broadcasted
at all. This topic appears out of journalists’interest. One
of the reasons may be patriarchal environment caused
by socio-cultural traditions in our country.

Based on the results of conducted monitoring we
can state that the sexist attitude is more frequent in
the widely circulating urban yellow media. Circulation
of the publication and its correspondence to urban
interests and environment is greater as well as extent
of elucidation of women’s involvement and gender
issues. Consequently, sexist elements are detected
more frequently both in phraseology and graphic
materials. Sexist elements are very frequent in yellow
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66 Women are weak

creatures; they like to be in
kitchen only 29

press. Monitoring was conducted over 22 media units,
in 8 out of 22 the sexist phraseology was detected (with
the exception of online publications), and the area of
spreading was quite wide and was spread beyond
the borders of one specific region. This supports the
opinion that sexism is characteristic mostly for urban,
widely circulating yellow press distinguished with
various topics.

Publications related to women's issues in one or the
other way deal with: sexual violence (rape), women'’s
rights, gender equality, reproductive health, woman’s
role in family, society and in men’s life.

As a result of performed short-term monitoring
(January-February 2008) of the selected periodicals,
about 140 publications dealing with women’s issues
were identified. Sexist approaches (sexisms) were
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detected only in some of the abovementioned
publications.

It should be noted that in the regional mass media,
only newspaper “Batumelebi” has the rubric “gender”.
It unifies publications about women’s rights. In the
monitoring period no newspaper focused on sexism.

On the basis of the prepared monitoring in Georgian
regional media the textual sexisms are rare, similarly,
the sexisms are very rare in the graphical materials
(photo, advertisement, reproduction, collage) as well.
Hence, this is not a widespread problem. The situation
is different in the central media. Here the sexisms
are frequent in the textual and graphical materials.
Nothing is published about sexism as a problem as
well. It should be also noted that if sexism is detected
in mass media, it is the example of sexist approach to
women and not to the men.

Here are some examples of regional and central
printed media:

Printed media of Adjara Region rarely publishes
articles about women and their problems, gender
equality and women'’s role in society. In January-
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February 2008, about 100 publications dealt with the
feminine issues. The sexism cases towards women
were detected only in some of them.

Both, the large and small publications, often those
with the photos were dedicated to the women'’s
issues. There were many cases when the photos
were not related to the contents of the publications;
publications do not contain data of any researches or
reports. In many cases the experts in these fields are
not competent.

General situation shows that the journalists are
not interested in women'’s issues, though, some of
them still do. Sexist attitude towards women in many
cases reveals as the issues of publications, or the

(44 Maybe I am against
fornication, but I apparently

like domination of Georgian
men over women... )
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questions selected for the respondents. There are also
photos which do not correspond to the contents of
publications, thought hey are of sexist nature.

Publications of newspaper “Adjara” basically deal
with the political processes in the region as well as
activities planned and implemented by the local
government structures Those ongoing processesin the
capital and in the whole country are overviewed, which
are basically connected with central government’s
activities. The socioeconomic issues are posted
rarely; the newspaper has no rubric about women’s
problems.

In the publications of newspaper “Adjara” Nino
Tskhvaradze's rubric “Without Tie” and the inclusion for
young people “lalkani” are distinguished with sexist
attitude.

Guests of rubric “Without Tie” are distinguished and
successful persons of “Adjara”. The name of rubric
clearly shows that women have nothing to do here.
The journalist mostly maintains the contents of the
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questions and the issues. They are only interpreted
and tailored to the specific respondent. Thus rubric
tends to place the men into the dominating position,
making women the second-class subjects. The
questions always contain the elements of diminishing
of women, e.g. the question: “do you share men’s
position that women should be beautiful and silly?”
(“Adjara”#6, 2008); or the question: “What is the place
of women in your life and what kind of character
should representative of weak sex have?” (“Adjara”
#23,2008).

Almost all issues of weekly enclosure of newspaper
“Adjara”or young people, lalkani contains the
elements of sexism. Though, the articles about gender
equality, women and their problems are published
more frequently by lalkani than by “Adjara“itself.
This shows that the young journalists (only young
journalists work in this enclosure) are interested in
these issues at greater extent. Though, mostly they
reflect biased, personal attitude towards the women'’s
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would invite charming
and communicable girls as
promoters 29

issues and problems, in many cases saturated with
negative and sexist elements. In this respect, two
journalists may be distinguished; notably, both of
them are men - Dachi Machabeli and Jaba Ananidze.
Their publications basically deal with the women'’s
rights, gender equality and generally, the women.

E.g. the publication “Old and New Frames of
Georgian Gender” is saturated with sexist expressions
and negative sexist attitude. The title of the publication
is ironic. The journalist sarcastically states that: “Lord
at first created Adam as reflection of his image and
from Adam’s rib (and not from his nail) he created
the origin of life, Eve... There were developed
numerous religions, where they recognize that
women is at least one step lower than men”. The
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author clearly states by the phrase: “Women are weak
creatures; they like to be in kitchen only.” (“Adjara”
#11, 2008, enclosure of young people lalkani # 13).

In the same issue of “lalkani’, article “Georgian
Traditions”, Dachi Machabeli, the journalist discusses
issue of redistribution of women'’s and men’s roles, the
institute of virginity with the students. The publication
does not contain any opinion of the experts or
specialists, or any results of the studies. Publication
reveals the subjective, sexist attitude based on
prehistory of the participants of discussion. Ushangi
Japaridze, student states: “Maybe | am against
fornication, but | apparently like domination of
Georgian men over women...”; and the respondent
Tornike Njavanadze, was asked the question, whether
he would get married in case his fiancée is not virgin,
he answered: “Maybe | can continue the friendly
relations with her, but marriage is excluded. There
is nothing about tradition, such behavior fits
Georgian man and therefore | would act this way...”
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(“Adjara’, #11, 2008 lalkani, youth enclosure, Dachi
Machabeli)” Publication is saturated with the belief in
distinguished status of Georgian men (?!) and feeling
of their preference over women.

Number of publications about women’s issues
increased by 14tho of February - St. Valentine’s Day
and end of February - before March holidays. In the
publications of Newspaper “Adjara” attitude towards
feminine issues is neutral, it is not distinguished with
negative or positive trends, while attitude of enclosure
lalkani, in aggregate, is biased, distinguished with
sexist attitude.

There are various topics in the newspaper
“Batumelebi”. There are the publications related to
political and socioeconomic issues, the entertainment
and scientific articles. The newspaper publications deal
with the changes and news in Adjara, as well as in the
entire country. The newspaper includes publications
about gender equality as well.

In the publications of the newspaper “Batumelebi”
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the sexist Phrases are less used. The authors of such
Phrases are mostly respondents (and not the authors
or the journalists). In addition, the newspaper
publishes the sexist photos as well, which are not
thematically related to the contents of publications.
E.g. test: “What Kind of Person Am |” (“Batumelebi” #1,
2008) is decorated with the photo of a woman with
provocative appearance.

The newspaper “Batumelebi” has dedicated large
article to the trial over Giorgi Chikovani, the Employee
of Constitutional Security Departmentaccusedforrape,
discommending the violence. Mass media preferred to
be silentin terms of such facts and attempts of violence
just recently. The fact that mass media got interested
in such fact and not only interested but also published
the name of the violator, the public official, shows the
democratic attitude of mass media, one of the steps
closer to freedom.

“Guria Youth Newspaper” is not distinguished
with sexist attitude, though there still are few cases:
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“Even the idea that in the family with real Georgian
traditions a woman may be a leader is foolish”
(Natia Ungiadze, “I fell in Love with a Man of my Father’s
Age” (“Guria Youth Newspaper”, 21.01.2008). Approach
to women's role and significance is the same. The idea
of men’s domination over women is perceived as a
natural.

The announcements about job vacancies are
distinguished with the discriminative approach with
gender respect, which could be regarded as sexism.
The employers often invite only women for certain
jobs. E.g. organization Kolkhi Business Group, at
a time of recruiting prioritizes appearance and not
experience: “Marketing Department would invite
charming and communicable girls as promoters
(online announcement, 29.01.2008).

Weekly magazine “Sarke” publishes numerous
materials containing sexist attitude. In the period
of monitoring the great number of the phrases with
sexist contents was taken from Sarke. In the period
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66 I think that woman
should be engaged in her
family duties. I am not
against her position within
the society, but primarily
she should ensure maximal
comfort for her spouse and
children. I don’t think it is
necessary for wife to have a
job. A man should undertake
the main responsibilities 29
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of two-month monitoring the sexist attitude was
detected in 39 publications. Mostly, their authors are
the respondents of “Sarke”, those who tell their stories.
The extracts provided below clearly show this: “In
addition to the anatomicadvantages, we, the men have
numerous other advantages (Mari Gulordava, “Nodiko
Tatishvili Desires to Fight foraWoman’, Sarke, #2, 2008);
- “"Women drivers bore me very much, | usually run
away when | see them. Women will never be able to
drive as good as the men do, as the car requires rough
force and this never fits women (Manana Gegia, “Tea
Gobejishvili has never driven the car her husband gave
to her” Sarke #3, 2008)"; “In Georgian families women
are suppressed at certain extent. | think that at some
level women and men should be equal, though there
are some issues require man’s hand (Mari Gulordava,
“Jaba Kiladze found a Women of His Dream”, Sarke #4,
2008)"; We had serious conflict in our family, mother
and father in law were involved as well. My mother in
law told me: he is a man and he would naturally have
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03039 dgodmgds omdgsl 3Ggbob obgmo ,dmygo-
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©0" ©5 ,0d0mobgmgde”. o3 gMEbomgdol Ky(s-
magddg botom oMol asbbomgol Logsbo Jomabs
5 8535353306 00b5LFMOMBL, megsbBo gogmgbol
Lygdmgdol gomsbsfomgdal @EMowozoymo ©sdm-
300939909d0b gorsbgeagal snEogdmmds. byd-
LobEEo 3mdoiogdo odoi WImogMgbsowm Mgb3mb-
©36@ms &9db@gddo Rodbommgds.

Bogomoms, 3stexzbodmmmg ofogmo mmdsosl
oBEM0 mxobTo BMmgdol gosbsfomgdady (,Hmame
3n6bogl 300mb Lodggybme smostgdamo oMogmo
mmB3s0s,” ,0000mobgmagdo”, #3 (368), 14-20 o0sbge-
6o, 2008): ,303sRbos, ™I Jomo Lomygobm Logddg-
9000 ¢bos 0ymb ©s35390Mmmo. o6 god Fobssma-
©930 Lodmgomgdsdo mogobo sgomoi gdotmb,
3og®5d, OHmegLsi dogdbodsmaued 3mIgmd@l Bgndd-
6o dgmmmgbs ©s Bzomgdl, memolb dnTomds sy3o-
mgdgm 3oGmmdom o6 dodsRbos. domomsemo 3sbnmbob-

some other woman (“my husband recognized that
he lives with the other woman in Moscow”, Sarke #4,
2008).

It should be noted that the sexist approaches similar
to those mentioned above are regarded and perceived
as natural, positive statements not subjected to
appeal.

The same could be said about such “yellowish”
samples of the press as “Bomondi” and “Tbiliselebi”.
These magazines often consider equality of men
and women, necessity of revision of the traditional
distribution of the spheres on influence in the families.
The sexist positions are mostly detected in the
respondent’s texts in these magazines as well.

E.g. opinion of the parapsychologist Irakli Lomia,
about distribution of riles in the family (How well-
known Irakli Lomia Cures the Cancer”, Thbiliselebi, #3
(368), 14-20 January, 2008);“l think that woman should
be engaged in her family duties. | am not against her
position within the society, but primarily she should
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37803530530 ,omGgMbs@0gs... otgemo” ,0do-
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dmfymdomo g393m0bgds.” BgdmmBomomgdmmo bo-
0563360 39dmogsoss, Mo a3odmggl bogmdzgml
Rogoegmmom, bgdbobddo gemmdsmnEo dmgmgbss.

LoobBIMLm  odM3oEgdnmgdoms ©s Jdoam-
3900l sbasg
Bomotgdbol 3mdmogsios LbobGogo” omdmbogmg-
00" (,,000mobgmagdo” #6 (371), 4-10 ogdgegoe-
emo, 2008): ,9960gmabmdsl doshbos, Gm™3 smdm-
LogmgmBo gombmgomo Jomo dmGhomos, Mmam(s

5M59MHMog3Mmgbgdom  godmomBgge

dmbs, 3ogMsd gb MBm Jocmos, HmBgemo 93cem™m3sd
smdmbogmgmdg 9ddbs. smImbogmgm@o 8oBsgso
obggg asboiool Jombdg gogmgbsl, Mmame s 6gdab-
dogh Lbgs d3999b5d0.” 0Mobymo sbwsds: ,939ms
063bgmo 3o803530 MM 33@IaME0SE 0ymBs: 306M-
39 3589a3mE03L g30bos Logmmeto 3memobl, dgmryg
39893mM0b 3o domosb g8obos Logmmeto memol”.
L,003mbogmgmBo yggmes Jomo ag@yzom, HmA3 Jdo-
60, gb oGm0l ™ms30, gmemo 3o gobgMo, HGmIgmo o3
003b bLyegomobodgded sggm-odom sdMMbgdL.”
o™ ggemmgsobo botmzsddoo asdm®bgnemo sg@m-

ensure maximal comfort for her spouse and children.
| don't think it is necessary for wife to have a job. A
man should undertake the main responsibilities”.
Publication “Alternative... Trousers” fixes the difference
of approaches, Thiliselebi#3 (368), 14-20 January 2008);
“a person, for whom the trousers are intended, should
be brave and purpose-driven, at least, compared with
those, who basically wear dresses.” Abovementioned
publication is translated and this makes us think that
sexism is a global phenomenon. Translated publication
“Cruel East” is also distinguished with interesting
and different approaches (Thiliselebi #6 (371), 4-10
February, 2008); “most people believe that a married
woman in the east is obedient as a slave, but this is a
myth created by the Europe about eastern countries. In
the east, a man has the similar influence over a woman
as in any other country. Persian proverb: “All Persian
men are divided into two categories. First category
includes those who are afraid of their own wives and
the second category representatives are very afraid of

005, m530b ymggmagotgmem dodmboemgzgsdo ,ob,
Mo bogdmes asbym 3306530" (godgmo ,3960-
bos”) 3obo Jommogol bogsbo Lbggdmsb gMoew
Jomgdoi bBoMoe brogdosh. 30dsbdodsthormmo
LadLobEMEO 3MbGadb@o ol  3¢Bdmo3o(3090T0
abmazomo bgtboi gos LEomobEneo gngMo-
mmdob aobodMogomaugmmzgbgdmaow, dogsmoms,
B99ga0 3sbogo: ,0bggg, dmaméis Jns Lomge-
699330, 3dodg ImIgb®Bo sdxgMewsz dobmomals
0bbo@ @G> Mbos mdgsl a0sdFyz9&0 Lo®ygs.
dnegsbodg, booMadg, amam®odzomo, ggce-
msdz0emo, amEo®ody, &ygdgmsdzomo, Bo®msdo-
dg... ®5009dowsb gzo bgtbgmmodg Rodmgs (6g-
dobdogeo bgmobyeamgdol 3oMggm ©sdsbgdady
Rodmmomes s sbmoi Asdmgs) s gs0dstrmgds
Bosbobgmobykmgdm  Jomms  3mbLam@oos.
93mbm3ogol  mogobnxmgdol 0bogdlbol  3gme-
5335 a9bgtrnemo Fmbobfmdmdolb dohggbgd-
mgdbo gogondxmdgbgdo” (04. 02. 2008, ,396-

bos”).

their own wives’”. In the east every woman would say to
you that a man is a head and a woman is a neck, which
turns this head as she wishes.”

Dito Gelovani is an author famous with his sarcasm.
In his weekly review “What Happened in the past
Week” (newspaper “Versia”) and women becomes
the subject of his sarcasm quite frequently, together
with the others. The targeted sexist context in his
publications is even some kind of technique to make
style richer. E.g. the following passage: «as it was in the
Middle Ages, now, at this heavy moment, Women'’s
kerchief should say the final word. Burjanadze,
Nadiradze, Gogorishvili, Verulashvili, Gotsiridze,
Tkeshelashvili, Sharashidze ... and Eka Kherkheulidze
will come from Batumi (she used to come immediately
after first call of any government and she will come
now) and internal governmental women'’s consultation
will be arranged. Together with the index of economic
freedom, we would improve the gender balance as
well” (04.02.2008, Versia).
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Press Monitoring on Domestic Violence
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Author: Tamar Gogoladze, Elene Rusetskaia

INTRODUCTION

“Inner Violence”, “Family Violence” - these are wrong
terminology, which you will find very often in our press
monitoring but of course in quotations only. We can't bla-
me only journalists for using the wrong terminology. This
may seem sad but often they are used by those who work
on the issue. One will find the wrong terminology even in
researches and academic editions. It is necessary to ad-
mit the issue as a general problem and recall definition of
Domestic Violence once again as it's defined in the Law.

Law of Georgia on Elimination of Domestic Violence,
Protection of and Support to Its Victims was adopted on
25th of May, 2006.

When it comes to research “Press Monitoring on
Domestic Violence” it reveals tendencies of press covera-
ge on domestic violence.

At first stage, during the period of 12 months, selected
journals and magazines were observed. After some ob-
servations, 9 magazines were selected and certein period

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE - the violation
of constitutional rights and freedoms of
one family member by another through
the physical, psychological, economic or
sexual violence or coercion.

of time for the monitoring was defined. The research
covers 6 months and 780 units.

When and how gets madia interested in the issue
of Domestic Violence and conditions of its victims?
Are materials provided by the journalists enough for
the society awareness and/or for forming their opi-
nion? These are issues that the research focuses on
more.

The observation revealed that in printed me-
dia one can hardly find articles aiming at revea-
ling problems and making deep analysis. Sources
of information are poor. In addition, the journalists
use wrong definitions, such as “Inner Violence” and
“Family Violence”.

We hope that the monitoring will be interesting
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for all those individuals who works on the topic of
Domestic Violence as well as for journalists, researchers

and ordinary people.
The problem is acute and needs great effort.
Let’s combat domestic violence together!

Elene Rusetskaia

DEFINITIONS

Domestic violence - means the violation of
constitutional rights and freedoms of one family
memberbyanotherthroughthephysical, psychological,
economic or sexual violence or coercion.

Family - small group of society based on the
marriage and close relationship, or it includes relations
between spouses, relations between the people who
live together and have common household.

Family member- for the purpose of this Law,
mother, father, grandfather, grandmother, spouse,
child (stepchild), foster child, foster parent spouse
of foster parent, adopted child, recipient family,
grandchild, siblings, parents-in-law, sister- or brother-
in-law, children-in-law, former spouse, persons in non-
registered cohabitation and their family members,
guardian; (28.12.2009 #2507)
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gbodmmmaon®o dosmomds -  Fgmdogbymxs,

Marriage - according to the civil code, marriage is
the voluntary relationship between man and woman
with the direct purpose to create family;

Violence against women - includes any act of
violence, committed on the basis of sex, which causes or
may cause physical, sexual or moral damage or torture,
or threat including the above listed acts, enforcement
or arbitrary limitation of freedom in social or personal
life;

Child Abuse: a child is subject to violence, if his/her
parent or any family member physically insults him/her,
scares, criticizes in the presence of others, humiliates,
threats to take him/her to orphanage;

Psychological violence- insult, blackmail,
degrading treatment, intimidation or any other act
that violates the honor and dignity of a person;

Sexual violence- sexual intercourse through
violence, threat of violence or taking advantage of the
vulnerability of a victim, as well as sexual intercourse or
other act of sexual nature or obsece acts to a minor;

Physical violence- battery, torture, bodily injury,
illegal restriction of liberty or any other action that
causes physical pain or suffering; failure to meet
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requirements concerning the victim’s state of health,
that may cause harm to the health of a family member,
or lead to his/her death;

Coercion- physical or psychological coercion to
make a person perform or abstain from performing an
act the performance or non-performance of which is
the right of the person, or forcing a person to undergo
certain influences against his/her will;

A protective order - is an act issued by the judge of
the first instance court in administrative proceedings,
which defines the temporary protection measures for
victims (28.12.2009 #2507);

A restraining order - is an act issued by an
authorized employee of the police, which defines
temporary protection measures for victims in cases
of domestic violence, which shall be submitted to the
court for approval within 24 hours.

Shelter - temporary residence for victims of
domestic violence; or a place of temporary residency
for victims of domestic violence, established under the
Ministry of Labor, Health and Social Protection or by
a non-governmental organization, where victims are

33&0, HEMImoms 3obobadmatgds mobBo domaom-
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05 396mb3gdmmdom ©swagbomo Faboom Lsdstron-
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®0b, mxobdo domomdol bbzgtdmms ©ogobs ©s
b3atgdol Bgbobgd”, 2006 Femolb 25 Bsaobo.

provided with psycho-social rehabilitation services,
legal and medical assistance, as well as protection
services. Until Chapter VI of this law comes into force,
also families of relatives and friends;

Crisis Center- temporary refuge for victims and

potential victims of domestic violence, serving the
purpose of their psychosocial rehabilitation, primary
and emergency medical assistance, and legal aid. The
victim of domestic violence (and his/her dependents)
can be placed in the Crisis Center before and after
granting him/her the status of victim, if he/she does
not desire to be placed in the shelter and needs only
psycho-social rehabilitation and/or legal aid, and/or
primary and emergency medical assistance without
accommodation in the shelter (28.12.2009 #2507)."

Abuser- member of family who implements

physical, psychological, economic, or sexual violence
or coercion against another family member;

1 Law of Georgia on “Elimination of Domestic Violence,
Protection of and Support to Its Victims”; May 25, 2006.
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CHAPTER I

MONITORING

As a result of 6 months monitoring it was revealed

that 28 articles of 780 newspapers dealt with domestic
violence. Only eight of them were large articles, the
others with small or medium size and cover 6-15 cm of
the newspaper.

On the basis of the conducted research several
important issues were brought to light:
® Publications supposedly dealing with the actual
cases of domestic violence (brief, informative
nature);
® Publications dealing with the studies and
statistical data (their size is relatively large,
though these publications are informative as well
and are intended for informing of the public and
elucidation of the activities of organizations);

GNMB0N0S).
(X630 dORIRM3OL 0)d33BI 353 3JIBIXRN .7-3%
3332035603306 HSMRIEMBY
PRESS COVERAGE OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
ol | 24155010 24 Hours 6
2 | ®3Id(M66L0 Rezonance 8
°3 [ 9630 01OMBdY Akhali Taoba 9
o4 | 30 Alia 4
o5 [336L0YS Versia 1
6 | 346035 Chronics 1
o7 | 33060L 39R086d Kviris Palitra 1
o8 | XM&GX056 01503L0 Georgian Times 0
9 | bO3OR-RILOIR0 Asaval-Dasavali 0

® Publications prepared on the basis of the foreign
information;

® Articles intending to describe the organizations
working on domestic violence (these articles are
relatively large ones).

7 out of all publications deal with the domestic
violence cases, five of which are about murder of wives
by husbands and two - murder of husbands by wives.

In 4 out of 7 publications reason for murder was
mentioned (jealousy, incest, alcohol) and in three
cases the reason was unknown.

Analysis showed that the most of the crimes
committed on the purpose of domestic violence, are
registered in the regions (5 cases). Among the cases
published in mass media only one was committed in
Thilisi and the other - abroad.

It should be mentioned that two small articles
publishedin this period deal with the increasing number
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NUMBER OF CASES OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

J3e0L 30dém GMOL cases of wife murder 5
933RITM3Y

G006 30Iém J3M0L cases of husband 2
333ITMdS murder

of domestic violence cases in the regions. According to
this information: “Verbal and psychological violence
is most widespread in the regions’, and financial
deprivation from economic violence - *?”;
“According to the official information, for the last
two years, 166 citizens applied to Kakheti Regional
Committee for assistance. All of them are women.
According to the same data, “the greatest number
of family violence cases in Kakheti Municipality was
detected in Kvareli District . Publication states that
in many cases, in the regions, such facts are concealed,
as the victims simply are not able to talk about this issue.
Statistics are based on the data provided by Kakheti
representative of the National Network against Violence.
Nato Shavlakadze, head of the shelter for victims of
violence and Nato Zazashvili, head of the shelter “Sapari”
support this statement. Journalists are satisfied with
the information provided by them and they make no
attempts to collect any other information with respect

"2 Statisticc of gender-based violence in the regions is alar-
ming indeed -,Akhali Taoba” #184(4926), 10.07.09, MMedia-
news;

3 “Most cases of domestic violence occur in Kakheti”; Eka
Basilia, newspaper “Resonance’, #197, 26.07.09
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to this issue. E.g. nothing was said about the facts and
statistics of the other regions of Georgia, where is the

highest crate of domestic violence cases etc.

Among publications dealing with the domestic
violence, there are Georgian materials prepared on
the bases of the foreign information. Their authors,
basically, are male journalists. It should be noted that
materials selected by them bear sarcastic and ironic
load for some reason. E.g. a case, dealing with the
murder of wife by husband by the reason of jealousy,
includes the photo of the “happy couple”, which in our
opinion, is not adequate for the contents of article; in
the second case, the author of publication describes,
with irony, how the famous singer™ is beaten by her
partner. As the source of information is from abroad,
it is possible that the ironic tone of this information
originates from the initial article, though choice of the
foreign information by the journalists show certain

extent of bias.

“+ “First photo of Rihanna, after being beaten by her lover”
newspaper “Chronicle” #8(375), 23.02.09 and
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©93 o6 LomdGOMdgb Gob3-ganudo Fgdogem obgmo
39893mM00b 3bbgghdmgddg, MmamMo3ss, dogsmo-
oo dmbngdo s 9bs®Igbmmonmo ssdnsbgdo.
BBl gb 0gds %96 3oagg Igbabfogmos.
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There are very few journalists interested in the issues
of domestic violence. Authors of the published articles,
against the background of general overview of the
issue, describe activities of this or that organization at
the same time. It should be noted as well that among
the materials published within the period of study no
specific crime, committed on purpose of domestic
violence, has had any response from the journalists
as well as provoked attempt to investigate such cases
and make in-depth analysis, though number of such
crimes is quite significant.

Only three of the published articles describe the
actual history of the victims of domestic violence.
These stories deal with the violence between spouses,
fathers and children and mother and daughter in
law. There were mentioned cases of violence against
pregnant women. Unfortunately, the journalists still
do not consider the other risk-groups, e.g. the elderly
and disable people. It seems that these themes are
tabooed still.

Elucidation of the facts of child abuse in the family
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is not frequent as well. For the study period, only three
articles were dedicated to this issue. Two of them deal
with the results of study conducted in 2007-2008, as
ordered by UN Children\s Fund, in collaboration with
the governmental sector. Study intended to reveal the
frequency and forms of violence not only in the families
but also at orphanages, schools, IDP settlements.
According to the obtained results: “Among the forms
of psychological violence, in Georgia there were
identified: shouting, curse, humiliation, threatening
that they would drive the child away from home and
the most popular among the light forms - pulling of
ears and hair.”” It is significant that the heavy forms of
physical violence comply 6% of 70%

The issue of violence against children was elucidated
by newspaper “Akhali Taoba”®. The article dealt with
the increased risk of cancer in children growing in the

> “70% of children are subjected to physical and psycholoical
violence’, Nino Prangishvili, “Resonance” #070(5937), 3.19.09,

“¢ “Among children grown in the environment of violence
the risk of cancer increases” Medianews, “Akhali taoba”,
#180(4922), 7/06/2009,
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violent environments and fears. It seems that the issue

of domestic violence is related with children’s health.

According to the statistical data on violence against
adults, there is elucidated information about studies
conducted by various organizations. E.g. mass media
widely elucidated the first wide-scale study conducted
by UNPopulationFund*”.Unfortunatelytheinformation
is brief and does not specify the research results. There
also exists research conducted by Estonian NGO
,Open Society” in Estonia and Georgia. According to
this information there were revealed quite disturbing
results, there were revealed several forms of violence:
“at the first place is physical and psychological
violence, second - sexual, further - involvement
into prostitution and finally, trafficking in women

and child abuse’”

Out of the 28 articles dealing with the domestic
violence only seven are relatively large. These articles

7 “Among children grown in the environment of violence
the risk of cancer increases” Medianews, “Akhali taoba’,
#180(4922), 7/06/2009,
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1 http://www.parliament.ge/index.php?lang_id=GEO&sec_
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consider also the reasons for domestic violence. In
some cases the situation in the country is considered
as the reason, which is proportionally reflected in most
part of the society. Though, there was mentioned that
violence is not a social problem. Among the reasons
that cause violence there were noted alcoholism and
style of education.

The journalists consider statistics, attitude of public
towards these issues and condition of the violence
victims; they attempt to include into the articles
information about the law and legal mechanisms
etc. Though the publications are of superficial
nature and in most cases are initiated not by the
substance of the problem but from the activities of
the organization. In this case, as well, the number of
organizations™ working on the issues of domestic
violence is much greater though the journalists,
supposedly, know nothing about them and their
activities and this information does not reach the

*® Mapping revealed 14 organizations working on the do-
mestic violence issues
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20.11.2009) (saiti monaxulebulia: 8.12.09)

wide public as well.

In mass media, there are very few neutral,
independent journalistic materials, based on adequate
presentation of the problem and its in-depth analysis.
In addition, the journalists use term “domestic
violence” to denote the violence committed in the
family and in some cases the “family violence” *°,
while according to the Law of Georgia on elimination
of domestic violence, protection of and support to its
victims, the term ,Domestic Violence”*'° is used.The
journalists try to show how acute the issue of violence
is in the title of article. Titles of the publications:,There
is no Justification of Violence against Women“"’,

9 Mapping revealed 14 organizations working on the
domestic violence issues

10  http://www.parliament.ge/index.php?lang_
id=GEO&sec_id=69&kan_det=det&kan_id=1889 (8.12.09
viewers)

"1 “Violence against Women Could not be Justfied” (Akhali

Taoba #93(4835), 4/07/2009 Meri Namoradze, newspaper
Resonance #76  26.03.09, Eka Gulua
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»~Every Fourth Call to Policeis Related to Violence”'?,
or Domestic Violence - the Taboo Issues' show
significance of the issue. For example, the article Every
Fourth Call to Police is Related to Violence states:
According to information of the Ministry of Internal
Affaits, every fifth call to patrol police, ,during the
night hours, is related to violece” According to more
exact data:,Currently in Georgia there were registered
757 facts of domestic violence; in 686 out of the 757
cases the violator was male and in 71 - female.

As for the victims, their numbers are distributed as
follows: victims of domestic violence are 682 women,
76 men and most of them are elderly*'™.

12 Every fourth call to police is related to domestic violen-
ce; Eka Gulua; newspaper Resonance #76 26.03.09,

‘13 domestic Violence the Tabooed Problem; Maia
Metskhvarishvili, newspaper Kviris Palitra #29(781), 20-
26.07.09

"4 Protection of the domestic violence victims become

stronger; Tamar Katsitadze; 24 Hours, 12.10.2009;

http://24saati.ge/index.php/category/news/justice/2009-
10-12/549 (ukanasknelad monaxulebulia 20.11.2009)
(8.12.09 viewers)
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Article dealing with the results of research conducted
by National Network Against Violence and Open Society
Institute - Estonia, states that: ,Every fourth case on
which police works, is related to domestic disputes and
calls for the cases of domestic violence. Every 5th call
to the patrol police is related to the domestic violence.”

Among the publications identified during the
research period, there was detected the trend of
duplication of articles. Basically, the small factual
materials are repeated, as well as the materials dealing
with the researches and statistical data. There are
duplicated the articles of one author with different
titles, though these are textually identical*™.

Involvement of the state structures and responsible
persons in articles is minimal and only one article
contains the comment of Nika Gvaramia, the Minister
of Education and Science of Georgia in relation with
the research of violence against children, who poses

‘15 Apply to the court, protect yourself from violence; Maia
Mosiashvili, newspaper Kviris Palitra #12(764), 23-29.03.09
How to protect yourself from violence; Maia Mosiashvili,
newspaper 24 Hours #75(2113), 6.04.09
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significant role in dealing with this problem upon the
families. There are no signs of role or functions of the
Ministry of Labor, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia,
with respect of the domestic violence issues.

In result of the analysis there was revealed that the
journalists have not gained in-depth understanding
of the substance of the problem, they have no
information about involvement of the state structures,
their responsibilities, they rarely mention the functions
and obligations of social service. There is very poor
information about preventive measures, implying
implementation of the preliminary measures with the
persons in risk groups, maintenance of the relevant
statistics, public awareness in the field of their rights
and obligations, responsibility of the violator and
assistance to the victims.
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Annex | - Publictions by topics

FOREIGN MATERIALS

CHILD ABUSE

FACTUAL CASES

RESEARCH AND
STATISTICS

NGO ACTIVITIES

‘Chechen women
become victims of
Sharia law” (24
Hours" #48(2086),05.03.09,
Marika lashvili)

“Presentation of the
research on violence
against children”
Hours #61(2099)
20.03.2009, editorial
office)

(24

“Man who killed
wife with axe” (‘Alia”
#19(2303), 17.02.09,
GHN)

“Violence against
women is alarming
inregions”  (‘Akhali
Taoba" #184(4926),
10.07.09, Medianews)

“New professions

- perpetrator is victim
itself” ('24 Hours"
#40(2078), 24.02.09, Dali
Kuprava)

“Raped Persian was
flagellated and jailed”
("Alia”#19(2303), 17.02.09,
Michael Sakhvadze)

*70% of children are
under the physical and
psychological violence ”
("Resonance” #070(5937),
3.19.09, Nino Frangishvili)

“Woman's

head is cut off”
(newspaper.’Resonance”
#185(6057), 14.07.09
Medianews) Telavi

" woman'’s head is cut
off” (newspaper “Akhali
Taoba” 188(4930),
14.07.09, Medianews)

“Most of the Domestic
Violence cases are
revealed in Kakheti”
(" Resonance”, #197,
26.07.09, Eka Basilaia)

“Violence against
women can’t be
justified” ('Akhali Taoba”
#93(4835),4/07/2009
Meri Namoradze)

*New crisis center for
husbands beaten by
wives and mother -in-
laws in Karaganda”
(Alia" #14(2298), 2.06.09,
Michael Sakhvadze)

“Violent environment
increases the risk of
cancer in children” (|
Akhali Taoba” #180(4922),
6/7/2009, Medianews)

" Suspect in Husband’s
murder was arrested
“(gaz." Akhali Taoba“
#182(4924), 8.07.09,
Medianews)

“He killed his wife

on jealous basis”
(newspaper.* Resonance”
#179(6051), 8.07.09,
Interpressnews)

*70% of children are
under the physical and
psychological violence ”
("Resonance” #070(5937),
3.19.09, Nino Frangishvili)

‘Domestic Violence

- taboo issue” (‘Kviris
Palitra” #29(781),
26.07.09, Maia
Metskhvarishvili)

"Husband murdered
wife because of being
called by the other
name” (" Akhali
Taoba" #47(4789),20.02.09

“Husband killed

wife in front of his
children!” (*Versia”
#48(256), 27.04.09 Lali
Rozomashvili)

Presentation of the
research on violence
against children”
Hours #61(2099)
20.03.2009, editorial
office)

(24

“Apply to the Court
and protect yourself
againstviolence” (
Kviris Palitra” #12(764),
23-29/03/09; Maia
Mosiashvili)

‘New Afghan marriage
Law was chocking for
the West” (" Akhali
Taoba" #92(4834), 06.04.09

"Husband murdered
wife because of being
called by the other
name”

(" Akhali Taoba”
#47(4789), 20.02.09)

"UN research on
Domestic Violence”
(newspaper.. 24 Hours”
#45(2083), 02.03.09
Medianews

"How to protect
yourself from violence”
(newspaper.. 24 Hours”
#75(2113), 6.04.09; Maia
Mosiashvili)

“Taliban women

are prohibited from
entering shops” (
Akhali Taoba” #81(4822),
26.03.09 Genadi Tvauri)

" Wife killed husband
with knife in
Dedoplistskaro”
(newspaper ‘Alia“”
#76(2361),4-6/07/09
Pirveli)

“Wife killed

husband with knife”
("Resonance” #175 (6047),
4.07.09, Medianews)

‘Woman and

Man in Georgia”
(newspaper..24 Hours”
#40(2079),02.09

“Every fourth call to
the Police is related to
Violence” (gaz.”
Resonance” #76 26.03.09,
Eka Gulua)

“Photo of Rihanna
beaten by her
boyfriend”
("Chronics” #8(375),
23.02.09,

‘Wife murdered
husband for

having sexual act

with her daughter

" (newspaper " Akhali
Taoba" #157(4899),
13.06.09, Pirveli)

“Even families famous
with their violence are
suffering” (" Resonance”
#137(6009), 27.05.09, Eka
Gulua)
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“Women will be
protected by Law and
shelter”

(Resonance (insertion)
#1,1.03.09 Eka Gulua)
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