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Research was initiated by the women’s information center targeting certain municipalities, cooperating

with the Danish organisation KVINFO, with the support of the danish ministry of Foreign affairs. The

opinions expressed in the study do not reflect the official position of the donor organization.

The aim of the research was to study gender stereotypes, current gender norms, and harmful practices

in five municipalities of Georgia (Bolnisi, Zugdidi, Keda, Kharagauli, Khachuri).

Data collection for the research was conducted in July and August of 2022. Various quantitative and

qualitative methods were used during the research, including surveys, in-depth interviews, and focus

group discussions.

Key findings of the study
Harmful customs

The problem is still prevalent, even though instances of child marriages have decreased
significantly. Only 9% of the respondents believe that the practice of child marriage still
persists in their municipalities, but a significant proportion of respondents, 43%, believe that
only individual cases exist in their municipalities. 48% of respondents believe that the practice
of child marriage is not prevalent among persons under the age of 18 in their municipalities.
In-depth interviews indicate progress in comparison to previous years, with a decrease in the
practice of child marriage. Factors that contribute to the decrease in the practice of child
marriage include an increase of awareness in girls on early marriage and generally on human
rights; as well as strengthening of law and media coverage of different instances of law
enforcement, awareness raising of parents and provision of information to the general public

on the implementation of the law.

The tradition of marriage by abduction of girls for the creation of a family has disappeared. 81%
of respondents believe that the goal of creating a family no longer motivates girls, and they
have not heard similar facts for the last 3 years. A small percentage of respondents believe that
there are still certain cases where this practice exists, but it is not widespread. However, all

respondents agree that this practice is no longer common today.
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o The practice of girls being married to individuals chosen by their parents still happené, although
less frequently now than in previous years. 13% admit that such a behaviour is rather
widespread in their municipality. 39% of respondents think that it still happens under special

circumstances.

o [tisapparent that the difference of attitudes depending on the gender of the newborn children
varies greatly, with male children being more desirable by the families. According to the
respondents, 54% of them believe that families in municipalities give more priority to the birth

of a male, while 46% believe that both male and female infants are equally valued.

o There is a solid stereotype that it is preferable for a woman to become pregnant within a year
of marriage. 65% of those surveyed said it was preferable for a woman to give birth to a child
between 1-2 years following marriage. Surprisingly, only 35% of respondents agree that women
should have children when they feel ready. According to interviews, newlywed women are
under a lot of pressure to have children with the husband's family. In society, this expectation

is strongly encouraged.

o The stereotype of only boys inheriting parental property still persists. About 70% of those
surveyed in five municipalities believe that land, residential property, and other inherited
assets should only be given to sons or to the eldest son. However, it should be noted that 30%
of the respondents believe that girls should also inherit, just like boys. But here, it should be
pointed out that 54% of the respondents think that only in the case of there not being a male-
born son to inherit the property, the land or residential property should be given to the

daughter(s) or to the family member who needs it the most.

Attitudes toward domestic violence

e For those with the highest absolute majority, the physical strength of a woman is not
acceptable. 94% of the respondents believe that even in exceptional cases, it is unacceptable for
a man to resort to physical force. However, 6% of the respondents indicate that in certain

situations, it may be acceptable for a man to use physical force against his wife.

¢ The majority of respondents (86%) agree that in situations of physical strength, a woman should
not tolerate physical abuse and should separate from the partner, but at the same time, 12% of
those surveyed believe that the option of cohabitation with the violent partner is acceptable
for some women. Also, a significant number of respondents, namely 46%, agree with the
statement that a woman should "try to do everything as the husband wants, to avoid provoking
violence from the husband" Only 36% of respondents agree that "the decision of the victim

should be respected in cases of refusal to comply with the partner's will."
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e The majority of respondents (75%) indicate that in cases of violence, women should turn to

law enforcement officials. It is noteworthy that almost the same percentage (77%) agrees with
the statement that "relatives and neighbours should ask for help to regulate the situation" in
case of domestic violence. Parallel to the traditional model of dealing with the problem of
violence in the family, interviews indicate an increasing trend towards referring to law
enforcement officials. It indicates significant changes in public awareness about this issue.
Interviews show that in situations of violence, there is an increased tendency for women to
turn to law enforcement officials. Respondents cite a variety of reasons for this trend, including

increased confidence in law enforcement officials.

o The effectiveness of the activities of various institutions towards women and family
empowerment in different situations is reflected in the views of respondents. Specifically, the
police are considered effective in the sphere of family empowerment by 51% of the

respondents, social services by 54%, crisis centres for women by 53%, and the judiciary by 38%.

e About three fifths of respondents in the municipality with five objectives were surveyed, which
is a sizable sample size. Specifically, just under two thirds of them said they were unsure about
the effectiveness of the police's engagement in preserving community security. Almost 40% of

those surveyed in Kharagauli and more than 50% in Qeda were among these responders.

o The evaluation of the effectiveness of municipal activities in the sphere of women's and family's
empowerment is low. Only 21% of respondents are satisfied with this sphere's efficiency,
indicating that municipal activities are effective. Almost half of the respondents, approximately
46%, are unsure about the effectiveness of the municipality's activities in the sphere of women's

and family's empowerment.

Family relations and stereotypes of gender division of labour

¢ The symmetrical model is desirable. 82% of the respondents agree with the statement that "it
is preferable for both women and men to earn money and for both women and men to support
the family." The traditional division of labour between men and women in employment is only
accepted by 18% of them, who believe that it is preferable for women to support the family,

while men earn money

e A stereotype that the fulfilment of household duties is a woman's responsibility is still
prevalent. Despite the fact that the majority of respondents, namely 82%, agreed with the
symmetrical model of the family, which implies that both men and women should work and
contribute to the household income, when asked in more detail, they endorsed the belief that

‘both men and women should work for money, and both men and women should support the



* S VWomen's MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS i
OF DENMARK B

" & Information e =
J {enter ! =

family.' In response to more specific questions about who should carry out certain reduced

tasks, the following image emerged: the majority of respondents, 72%, believe that it is
primarily a woman's responsibility to organise the house, while 64% believe that it is primarily
a woman's responsibility to prepare food, and 83% believe that a woman should take care of
the children.It should be noted here that none of the respondents agreed to the statement that
aman should carry out professional activities more than a woman. The distribution of responses
is different in cases of a general formulation: "'Who should take care of children?' According to
the comparison, fewer respondents, namely 44%, think that a mother should take care of
children more, while 66% believe that both the mother and father should take care of children

together.

e In family activities, there is a certain tendency that is evident in various interviews, that some
reproductive work is more acceptable to men than to women. Some forms of housework are
more acceptable to men due to this tendency. Men tend to participate more in household
activities; they go to the market and bring products, take children to the kindergarten, spend
more free time with children, and prepare meals in certain situations. Men don't tend to do

house work such as arranging the house and cleaning.

¢ The most significant burden of real hard work falls on women. The question shows that women
perform the majority of household tasks. In response to the question “who completes the
following duties?” The following answers were received: women do the majority of cleaning at
home (89%), women do the majority of cooking (86%), women do the majority of laundry

(95%), and women are the primary caregivers for children (69%).

e When a woman is working abroad, men still do not take the main responsibility for childcare

and this task is mostly performed by aunts from the mothers or fathers side.

Gender stereotypes about the relationship between men and women

o The behaviour of men and women is evaluated by different gender standards
which allows for men to get away with behaviour that is not acceptable for women. According
to a study, 41% of respondents believe that sexual intercourse before marriage is acceptable for
men, while only 7% think it is acceptable for women. It should be noted that 52% of

respondents believe that sexual experience before marriage is not acceptable for either gender.

e It is a strong stereotype that boys should be more active in romantic relationships. In most
municipalities, approximately 68% of those surveyed believe that men should be the ones to

confess their love, however only 2% believe that women should confess their love to men.
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Additionally, about s third of respondents thought that the significance of gender in terms of

initiating relationships is not important.

Women's political participation and gender stereotypes

¢ The involvement of women in politics is considered to be quite positive for their growth.
Traditionally, low female participation in politics has been one of the main reasons for the low
representation of women as candidates and elected officials. However, other studies also show
that women's involvement in political activity in Georgia is not negative. Our survey
respondents (67%) believe that men and women have equal opportunities and can become good

politicians.

o 79% of the respondents believe that there will be an increase in the number of women in the
municipality's council, and it will be better if they are the majority. Only 21% of the

respondents believe that the current number of women in the council is sufficient.

¢ Infive municipalities, the majority of respondents are not against having a woman to be in the
mayor's position. 63% of respondents say that men and women are equally accepted to be
mayor in their municipalities, 17% of respondents say that a female mayor would be better,

while 20% say that a male would be a better mayor.
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